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money, aided by people with no money but glad to work
for wages for a time, till they could do better. From the
first the settlement was cast in an aristocratic mould such
as had been Governor Sirncoe's dream for all his infant
colony. Simcoe was long since gone by this time. He
left Canada in 1796 and died in England in 1806. But
the mark that he set on Upper Canada only wore faint
with time and is not yet obliterated* Simcoe planned a
constitution and a colony to be an " image and tran-
script " of England itself. An established church and an
aristocracy must be the basis of it. To Simcoe a democrat
was a dangerous Jacobin, and a dissenter a snivelling
hypocrite. He despised people who would sit down to eat
with their own servants, as even " good " people began to
do in Upper Canada ; " fellows of one table " he called
them and he wanted nothing to do with them in his
government. Others shared his views and hence that
queer touch of make-believe, or real aristocracy, that was
then characteristic of Simcoe's York (Toronto) and that
helped to foster the Canadian rebellion of 1837.

So after the first " aristocracy " houses were built on
the Lakeshore of Georgina Township settlers began to
move up to the higher ground behind it, better land and
cheaper. For the lake, for being on the water, most of
them cared nothing. They wanted to get away from it
The Lakeshore was cold. It is strange to think that now
you can buy all of that farm land you want at about thirty
or forty dollars an acre, but an acre down at the Lakeshore
is worth say, a couple of thousand, and you can't get it,
anyway.

Our own farm with its buildings was, I will say, the
damnedest place I ever saw. The site was all right, for
the slow slope of the hillside west and south gave a view
over miles of country and a view of the sunset only